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Presenting… The Soundtrack of Your Life!

In order for all of us to get to know each other, we will be creating our own soundtracks that represent our individual lives/personalities. This is a creative assignment that includes brainstorming, listening to music, connecting specific songs/lyrics to certain events/milestones in our lives, and using writing and art to convey our message to the listener and reader.

You will be given a step-by-step process, as well as an outline to assist you with the writing portion of this assignment. I will also share with you my own “Soundtrack” as a model and a way to get to know me as your teacher. By the end of this assignment, we will all have a better understanding of our peers as we journey through English class together.

Brainstorm Worksheet – The Soundtrack of Your Life

Music has become an integral part of human existence. It motivates us, calms us, inspires us, at times irritates us, and basically becomes the backdrop against which we live our lives. Songs can bring vivid memories of persons, places, and events from our own past and serve to document our thoughts, feelings, and emotions at a given time or place.

You have at least 3 events to choose from your life, as well as songs to accompany each event. Just as music producers do, try to create a progression in the sequence of your chosen songs. For example, your songs might be listed in the chronological order of events they document, or they might be mixed together so that all of the slow songs are not back-to-back. DO NOT just list them randomly. Put some thought into the order of your songs and the complete package you are presenting. Keep in mind that the events you have chosen should represent you the most as a person. Choose two events and their accompanied songs to be the basis of your writing assignment and final soundtrack. 










Song Title

Event 1________________________________

____________________

Event 2________________________________

____________________

Event 3________________________________

____________________
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Step 1: Brainstorm 3 major events in your life (ex. First day of school, a special family trip, a family event or milestone, a personal achievement, a personal loss).
Step 2: Using those 3 events, think about each one and connect a specific song to each event. Think about lyrics and see how you can connect them to your personal event (Any musical genre is allowed as long as it is APPROPRIATE – No profanity. Thank you!).

Step 3: Print out lyrics of each song or write down the lyrics that you have chosen to relate to your personal event.
Step 4: Now that you have created an “imaginary soundtrack” to your lives, you will choose two of them to write a reflective letter that explains their significance. In order to do so, you will follow this outline:
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT!
Now that you have created the imaginary soundtrack to your life, write a reflective letter (addressed to “Dear Listener,”) that explains why you chose the particular events and lyrics that you did. 
For each song you will need to reflect on the experiences, persons, places, etc. that inspired this selection. Obviously you will need to explain who you are as a person and then offer some type of reflection upon the album you have created as a whole. Again, for the purposes of this assignment, be sure that this letter is school appropriate. Use the outline below to help you construct this 4 paragraph letter. You need to cover each topic listed in the appropriate number of paragraphs; however the questions listed are only there to help you begin thinking about the topic. You do not need to answer each and every question as long as you have sufficiently explained the topic of each section.
“Dear Listener” Outline

#1: Introductory Paragraph – Explanation of yourself (One paragraph: about 6-8 sentences)
This paragraph is basically a brief autobiography:                                                                   -Who are you?                                                                                                                     -Where are you from?                                                                                                           -What are you interested in?                                                                                             -What are your goals for 10th grade?                                                                                       *-How do you learn best? (repetition, reading, listening, hands-on activities, etc.)  

**- Thesis: Name the three events and songs that you have chosen to share with us that represent who you are today. (The THESIS must be included in your introductory paragraph!)

Sample Introductory Paragraph:

My name is Ms. Schwartz and I teach 7th, 10th, and 11th grade English here at Oyster Bay High School. I have had the opportunity to teach middle school and high school for the past five years, and I am excited to continue working with all of my new students. I have many interests including reading, writing, poetry, athletics, music, and all outdoor activities. I enjoy cheering on my students at their athletic competitions and at their concerts and plays.  I have very high expectations for my students. I expect that everyone will become better-rounded and develop as individuals. I enjoy helping my students strive to achieve their goals and I always believe in my students’ ability to succeed. I expect to put forth my best effort, and will push myself and all of my students to work their hardest. I believe that all students should give their best work when they are asked, and everyone should have a positive attitude about learning and expanding their minds in this course. I intend to create captivating lessons that will engage and open up my students’ minds throughout the school year. One of the most wonderful aspects about literature that we study, such as poetry and prose, is that there are no real “wrong” answers, but instead numerous ways to understand certain ideas. Throughout the year we will all share our opinions and thoughts, look at things from different perspectives, and open up our minds. In addition, I learn the most effectively through experience and repetition. Whether it is in sports or in the classroom, the more I practice, the easier things become. The four songs that I have chosen to represent significant events in my life are “The Times They Are-A Changing,” by Bob Dylan, “Lose Yourself” by Eminem, “It’s A Beautiful Day” by U2, and “Heal the World” by Michael Jackson. Within the lyrics of each of these songs, certain truths are conveyed about my life. 

#2: Explanation of each event on the soundtrack (One paragraph per event)

This section will be made up of 3 paragraphs. Be sure to explain:

-Why is each event important to you? How has it shaped who you are?                                                                                     -What is the name of the song and the artist? (Capitalize musicians’ names & place “quotation” marks around song title!)                                                                           - -How does each song connect to your life event?                                                                            -What does each event reveal about the kind of person you are and what you think is important in your life?
Sample Body Paragraphs: (Keep in mind, I wrote four. You only have to write TWO!)
The first song that I chose for the “Soundtrack of My Life” album is Bob Dylan’s song, “The Times They Are-A Changing.’” This song is extremely significant in my life because similar to everyone else, I have made numerous transitions in life and have many more yet to come. One major transition that stands out in my mind was when my best friends and I were separated for the first time: Leaving high school to move on to college. My best friends and I grew up together from elementary school all the way through senior year of high school. We had shared basically all of our most memorable experiences together. At the time, leaving to go to college seemed like our circle of friends was ending and we acted as if we would never see each other. Tears streamed down our cheeks as one by one our friends left to go their separate ways. Life as we knew it was changing, and Dylan’s lyrics basically tell the listener to “admit that the waters/ Around you have grown/ And accept it that soon/ You’ll be drenched to the bone…so you better start swimming/ or you’ll sink like a stone/ For the times they are-a changing.” Dylan’s advice is to admit that life is full of these transitions and new experiences and we must accept it and move on. If we don’t move forward, we will get lost and not grow as an individual because we cannot stop the changes that occur in life. Dylan’s lyrics are true, and my friends and I still laugh today when we recall how dramatic we acted when saying our temporary goodbyes. Experience is the best teacher one could have, and with experience comes change and growth. My friends and I not only matured, but we introduced each other to the new companions that we made at college.


The second song that I chose to place on this album is “Lose Yourself” by Eminem. This song is important to me because it reminds me of my soccer experience in college. I played on the Girls’ Soccer Team at SUNY Geneseo. In the locker room before each game, we would listen to a specific psych-up tape that would pump us up for the big game. “Lose Yourself” by Eminem was the first song on the CD. Whenever I hear this song, specific images come to my mind. Eminem’s lyrics, “You better lose yourself in the music, the moment/ You own it, you better never let it go/ You only got one shot, do not miss your chance to blow / this opportunity comes once in a lifetime yo,” conjure up specific images and feelings, such as putting on my shin guards, lacing up my cleats tightly, and feeling my nerves and adrenaline mix together within my bloodstream. I remember how powerful the line, “You only got one shot…” was as I prepared myself to compete. I also have brief flashbacks to specific games where this song really helped to pump me up. The lyrics, “he better go capture this moment and hope it don’t pass him” also remind me of when I traveled to Brazil with the Geneseo soccer team. Training young Brazilian children in a soccer convention and competing against Brazilian teams was one of my most memorable experiences. During the entire time spent in Brazil, I “capture[d]” and embraced each moment.


 The third song I placed on this invisible soundtrack is “Heal the World” by Michael Jackson. I chose this song because it reminded me of my experience volunteering in Costa Rica in July of 2011. For two weeks I worked with poor Nicaraguan children who live as illegal immigrants in Costa Rica. These children live an extremely different lifestyle than we do here, and I was shocked to see their living environments that they called their “homes.” When my friends and I ventured on a tour of their homes in a community called Bajo Tejares, I was brought to tears due to everything they lacked. I still do not know how they could survive in such meager conditions. My friends and I constantly brought the children toys, sports equipment, and worked with them on reading and writing. Seeing their smiling faces proved Michael Jackson’s lyrics that “if you care enough for the living / Make a little space, make a better place,” then you really can make a difference. The children’s teeth were rotting, their shoes (if they had them) had holes in them, and their food intake consisted of beans and rice every day. We live in luxury compared to them and if we can continue to contribute to them, maybe we can begin to “heal the world, / make it a better place, / for you and for me and the entire human race.” 


The aforementioned aspects of my life have been positive and even bittersweet. However, it is not only the positive experiences in life that greatly affect an individual. One event that has changed my life and shaped me more into the person I am today occurred last November. On a late Thursday evening, I received a frantic phone call informing me that my father was having a stroke. Not being knowledgeable about strokes, I tried to remain calm as I called my sisters and drove to the hospital. Seeing my father in such a helpless state was terrifying, and after two abysmal weeks in the intensive care unit, my father and my family began our journey to healing through rehab and therapies.  Due to the stroke, my father has lost his ability to speak and write, and is unable to move his right arm. However, despite all of these obstacles, he never gives up and practices speech therapy and physical therapy every day with a positive attitude. Alicia Keys’ song lyrics in, “Not Even the King,” come to mind when I think about this experience because nothing is as good as family. The lyrics, “All the king’s horses and all the king’s men; / Came charging to get what we got… / They offered the crown and they offered the throne; / I already got all that I want,” emphasize how complete I feel with just having my father with us. The support that my entire family gave to one another shows my father how much we care, and with our love, he remains motivated to continue on. He is the strongest and bravest individual that I know. As Alicia Keys’ once sang, we have a “trust that we feel the kings never felt… / They can’t afford this;/ This is priceless… / Not even the king…/ Can’t afford what we got.” I feel like the most fortunate person when my entire family is together. What we share is truly “priceless” and I’ve been lucky to have this my entire life. With daily practice and support by his loved ones, hopefully my father will continue to improve and speak again one day.

#3: Final remarks and reflection on the soundtrack as a whole (One paragraph)

This paragraph is your conclusion in which you should thank your reader for taking the time to listen to your soundtrack and offer any final reflections upon this project as a whole. You should briefly sum up each body paragraph in one to two sentences.
Sample Conclusion:

I have been shaped into the individual I am today due to all of my experiences. Four specific events that have had huge effects on my life were transitioning from high school to college, playing my final soccer game at SUNY Geneseo and traveling to Brazil to play against local teams, volunteering in Costa Rica with poor Nicaraguan immigrants, and witnessing my father’s stroke. Each one of these events caused me to reflect deeply on my life. Dylan’s song, “The Times They Are A’Changin’” was chosen along with my first event because his lyrics explain how we must carry on and accept change or else we will not get anywhere in life. My friends and I could have used that advice during our temporary, yet highly emotional goodbyes! Eminem’s lyrics were motivating and as I prepared to play my final game at Geneseo. His lyrics pumped me up and reminded me to give it my all for one last time. Michael Jackson’s song lyrics in “Heal the World” related to my experience abroad while working with underprivileged children. I noticed how giving just a little bit made a huge difference. Finally, the message in the song “Not Even The King” fit perfectly with how I often reflect upon my life before and after my father’s stroke. Not even all of the riches in the world could replace the love that a family has for one another. Thank you for listening to the soundtrack of my life. I hope you’ve enjoyed the ride, while learning a bit more about your English teacher!
ORAL PRESENTATION (4-5 minutes)
Now that the written portion of this assignment is complete (deep breath), it is time to present your soundtrack to the class. 
You will mention the two specific events and related songs you chose to write about.
If you do not wish to share one of these events and songs due to personal reasons, then you do not have to! Instead, you can mention the third event and related lyrics that you placed on your brainstorm sheet, but didn’t end up writing about.
You may create a power-point presentation (similar to my own) in order to aid in your oral presentation - (save it to a USB drive).
If you choose to create an actual soundtrack along with your written portion, you may play portions of the songs that connect to your event.
*You may not read off of your paper for this oral presentation, but you may certainly use an index card to help remind you of what you will be presenting to the class.
Introduction: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph 1:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph 2:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name ___________________________





Ms. Schwartz


Directions: As you listen respectfully to each presentation, record the following information. This will be collected and counted as a class participation grade.

Oral Presentation Listening Worksheet

1. Name of Presenter: ______________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


2. Name of Presenter:________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


3. Name of Presenter:________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


4. Name of Presenter:______________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


5. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


6. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


7. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


8. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


9. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________

Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


10. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


11. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


12. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


13. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


14. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________

Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


15. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


16. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


17. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


18. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


19. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________

Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


20. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


21. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


22. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


23. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


24. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________

Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


25. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


26. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


27. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


28. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________
Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________


29. Name of Presenter: ________________________________________

Event 1: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 1: __________________________________________________________

Event 2: ______________________________________________________________________

Song Title for Event 2: __________________________________________________________
