Welcome to 11th Grade AIS Class!
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Success only comes before work in the dictionary – Donald Kendall
Through the use of hard work and dedication, we will soar through this course and meet all of our objectives together!
Course Description and Objectives:

· This class meets one period every other day for the entire school year.

· Students will continue to further develop reading skills by reading from a broad range of high-quality literary and informational texts. 

· Students will acquire the habits of reading independently and closely, which are essential to future success. 

· The students will be required to write in response to prompts, independent reading, and his or her own ideas and opinions. 

· Students must and will be held accountable for gaining control over the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

· This course also helps prepare students for the New York State English Regents which is a requirement for graduation.  In order to build a strong foundation for college and career readiness, the focus of this class will be on reinforcing the reading, writing, listening, speaking, and language skills necessary to achieve success outside of school and throughout life.

Designated Readings:

· Literary and informational texts

· Selected short stories, poetry, and drama

NYS English Regents Preparation:

· The NYS Regents Exam is a three-hour, one-day comprehensive Examination.

· Throughout this course, we will practice each section of this exam.

The Regents Exam consists of:

· Part 1) A Listening Section that is read twice. Students make take notes and are given five minutes to look over the questions before the second reading. After the second reading, they may answer the questions.
· Part 2) Two Reading Comprehension passages and multiple choice questions that follow.
· Part 3) Two passages (usually a poem and an excerpt) and multiple choice questions.
· There are 25 multiple choice questions altogether.

· #26 and #27 are the two short response questions that refer to reading passages from ONLY Part 3 of this exam.

#26 - Write a well-developed paragraph in which you use ideas from both passages to establish a controlling idea about _______(a specific topic/theme that is evident in both passages). Develop your controlling idea using specific examples and details from each passage.

#27 - Choose a specific literary element (e.g., theme, characterization, structure, point of view, etc.) or literary technique (e.g., symbolism, irony, figurative language, etc.) used by one of the authors. Using specific details from that passage, in a well-developed paragraph, show how the author uses that element or technique to develop the passage

· Part 4) Critical Lens Essay
#28 - Write a critical essay in which you discuss two works of literature you have read from the particular perspective of the statement that is provided for you in the Critical Lens. In your essay, provide a valid interpretation of the statement, agree or disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it, and support your opinion using specific references to appropriate literary elements from the two works. You may use scrap paper to plan your response.

Outside Reading/Independent Reading:

Students must read at home each night for at least 30-45 minutes, keep track of their reading, and reflect on their reading choices. The book they read for this course can be the same book the students read for their English class. 

Policies:
· Absence: Illness, Trip, Music lesson: It is the responsibility of the student to get the assignments and make up any missed work. 

· Music lessons are not an excuse for taking a test or quiz late or turning in work late. Stop in class first and get all assignments. Know your due dates.

· Participation:

· Participation is essential for our class discussions. Together we will all be sharing our ideas, thoughts and opinions that will open up our minds to literature and life.
· All homework assignments will be meaningful towards discussion in class and will be designed to encourage successful participation.
· Respect is expected and key to our class discussion! Every student must respect his/her classmate and teacher. Students will grow as listeners, speakers and critics through our class discussions. 
· Classroom Protocol: 
· Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during class. Class is dismissed not by the bell, but by the teacher. There is no crowding of the doorway or leaving your seat unless otherwise indicated.

· Academic Dishonesty:
· Plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this classroom. Using hidden notes, copying work, or falsely using idea(s) from an outside source without citing will result in a grade of zero and/or further action. The seriousness of the offense will determine the severity of the action.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
I have read this syllabus and I agree to follow the above guidelines in Ms. Schwartz’s English class. My parents or guardians have also read the course description and requirements for English 11 AIS.

Student’s Signature ____________________________________

Date ____________

Parent / Guardian’s Signature ___________________________________  Date ​​​​____________

