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                          Ms. Schwartz                       Nschwartz@obenschools.org                                                                                       

                              Room 200B                            Extra Help: Period 3 
Check out my teacher website: NSchwartz16@weebly.com

Welcome to the new school year! I am excited to begin the fulfilling journey through 10th grade English with all of you.

Through the 10th grade curriculum we will focus on:

· Developing reading comprehension skills

·  Literary analysis skills

·  Making connections among literary genres

·  Using literature to understand the outside world and inner self

Additionally, we will work on:

· Expanding our vocabulary

· Building upon our formal and creative writing skills

·  Learning to research/organize ideas for oral and written presentation
· Preparation for the NYS Regents Examination
Materials:
* = Must take to class every day

-    *Three Ringed Binder and 3 Dividers
-    USB Drive   
-   *Folder
-   *Writing Utensils: Pens, pencils, highlighters
Students should also bring their current novel with them to class daily.
English 10 Coursework

The following is a sampling of some of the works we will be studying as a class throughout this year:

Major Works:

The Pearl by John Steinbeck
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare
Lord of the Flies by William Golding

The Odyssey by Homer
Additional and Supplemental Works:

Short Essays/Nonfiction

Selected short stories

Poetry

Grammar Instruction

Vocabulary Building

Book Clubs
Students will be given a series of texts to choose from that cover a specific topic, theme, and/or genre. Once we begin our book clubs, every Friday will be dedicated to working collaboratively where academic conversations, written responses, and the use of 21st century skills will take place within each group.
Grading Policy
Writing Assignments, Projects, Tests = 60%

Quizzes/ Journals = 25%

Homework and Class work = 15%

Quarters:    1st: 20%
2nd: 20%
3rd: 20%
4th: 20%
Final Exam: 20%
Policies:
· Absence: Illness, Trip, Music lesson: It is the responsibility of the student to get the assignments and make up any missed work. 
· Music lessons are not an excuse for taking a test or quiz late or turning in work late. Stop in class first and get all assignments. Know your due dates.
· Lateness on Assignments:
· Major assignments lose 5 points per day
If you have printer problems, please email me the assignment. 

Email: Nschwartz@obenschools.org 
· Negotiate: 
· If there is any serious illness or problem within your family that will prohibit you from completing a task on time, let me know and we will discuss an extension for you.

· Lateness to class:

· Come to class on time. We will begin working and getting into the “zone” of English class once the bell rings.

· If you do come into class late, you must have a pass.

· Participation:

· Participation is essential for our class discussions. Together we will all be sharing our ideas, thoughts and opinions that will open up our minds to literature and life.
· All homework assignments will be meaningful towards discussion in class and will be designed to encourage successful participation.
· Respect is expected and key to our class discussion! Every student must respect his/her classmate and teacher. Students will grow as listeners, speakers and critics through our class discussions.  
· Homework / Unprepared for class: 
· Homework is due on the assigned day at the beginning of class. If there is a legitimate reason as to why your homework is not completed, please bring in a note from your parents or guardians. Reading assignments are just as important as written homework. Be prepared to answer questions about the material either verbally or in writing. You begin the year with a homework grade that equals 100%. With each missing homework assignment, five points is negated.

· Classroom Protocol: 
· Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during class. When using the bathroom please sign out with your passbook (A.K.A. passport). Class is dismissed not by the bell, but by the teacher. There is no crowding of the doorway or leaving your seat unless otherwise indicated.

· Academic Dishonesty:
· Plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this classroom. Using hidden notes, copying work, or falsely using idea(s) from an outside source without citing will result in a grade of zero and/or further action. The seriousness of the offense will determine the severity of the action.


I have read this syllabus and I agree to follow the above guidelines in Ms. Schwartz’s English class. My parents / guardians have also read the course description and requirements for English 10.

Student’s Signature ____________________________________

Date ____________

Parent / Guardian’s Signature ___________________________________  Date ____________
